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	Instructions for Teachers: The following handouts accompany the  presentation on how teachers can help their students increase their listening comprehension skills, not just in English, but any language they study. Although the presentation is mainly geared toward teachers working with low-intermediate to advanced students, the concepts can be applied to students of all levels.

Teachers are encouraged to use this handout to stimulate discussion about the topic of listening comprehension. You are welcome to modify, edit, and distribute this handout to other teachers.




Seven Keys to Boosting Your Listening Skills

Discussion Sheet

Purpose: To discover how teachers can help students develop their listening skills and discuss how the concepts apply to their individual teaching situations. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Language Learner Survey: Answer each sentence on a scale from 1 - 4. Then, discuss your answers with a partner or the group.

4 = Definitely true     |      3 = Somewhat true    |    2   = Somewhat not true    |    1 = Definitely not true

A. I speak English often enough in class to give students opportunities to hear and practice the target language.

	4
	3
	2
	1


B. I do enough listening activities with audio CDs, video, or other media to help students master the listening objectives of my class.

	4
	3
	2
	1


C. I teach students a variety of learning strategies and methods to improve their listening skills.

	4
	3
	2
	1


D. I feel confident in my own listening abilities in English? (Question for non-native teachers)

	4
	3
	2
	1


E. I am able to effectively evaluate students' listening skills using different assessment tasks.

	4
	3
	2
	1


Discussion: What do you think are your greatest strengths and/or weaknesses as a teacher in helping students improve their listening skills?

Multimedia Web Sites for Improving Listening Comprehension Skills

These sites represent a very small collection of multimedia resources on the Internet.

[ media format | online use and/or downloadable | level ]

ESL Oriented

Breaking English -  (news and commentaries)

    http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com 

    [ MP3 | download | intermediate to advanced ]

Daily ESL – (everyday conversation topics)

    http://www.dailyesl.com

    [ Win | online | high beginning to intermediate ]   

English Language Listening Lab Online -  

     http://www.elllo.org

     [ Flash, MP3 | online-download | 

    beginning to advanced ]

English Listening Lounge – (unscripted interviews)

     http://www.englishlistening.com

     [ Flash | online | beginning to advanced ]   

ESL Podcast – 

     http://www.eslpod.com

     [ MP3 | download | intermediate to advanced ] 

Fonetiks –  (pronunciation)

     http://www.fonetiks.org

Learning Resources –(news stories) http://literacynet.org/cnnsf/home.html

        [ Real | online | intermediate to advanced ]

Randall's ESL Cyber Listening Lab – 

     http://www.esl-lab.com 

    [  Flash / Real / Win | online | all levels ]

English Trailers  –   (movie previews)

     http://www.english-trailers.com

   [ QuickTime | online | intermediate to advanced ]

Train Your Accent – (accent reduction training)

     http://www.trainyouraccent.com

     [  Win | online | intermediate to advanced ]

Do you know of a useful Web site for listening?

Let me know.

General Audience

ABC – (TV shows)

     http://www.abc.go.com/


     [ Flash | online | Intermediate to Advanced ]

BBC World Service - http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/

 
      [ Flash / MP3 / Real | online | beginning to advanced ]

Hulu - http://www.hulu.com

 
      [ Flash /  | online | beginning to advanced ]

Living on Earth – (environmental issues)

      http://www.loe.org/

      [ MP3 | download | advanced ]

National Geographic - http://pulseplanet.nationalgeographic.com


    [ Real / Win | online | beginning to advanced ]

National Public Radio  – http://npr.com


   [ Flash / MP3 | online | beginning to advanced ]

Online NewsHour - http://www.pbs.org/newshour/newshour_index.html


     [ MP3 | online | beginning to advanced ]

Pulse of the Planet  – (nature and science)

     http://www.pulseplanet.com

    [ MP3 | download | advanced ]

Radio Diaries - http://www.radiodiaries.org

        [ Real / MP3 | download | advanced ]

This I Believe –  Recorded essays on life lessons

    http://thisibelieve.org


    [ Flash | online | intermediate to advanced ]

Voice of America Special English – 

     http://www.voanews.com/specialenglish/

     [ MP3 | download | advanced ]
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